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Theme:  Answering the question: “Who am I?” 

 

“Who am I?” Perhaps in a moment of self reflection you asked yourself that question. It’s not 

that you didn’t know who you were. You may have simply been reflecting on where you were in 

life at that time. It is really a question that prompts us to not only think about our skills (e.g. “I am a 

carpenter.” “I am a chef.”), it is a question that often gets us thinking about our relationships (e.g. “I 

am a son/daughter/brother/sister.” “I am a friend/neighbor.”) 

Moses asked that question while standing before God on a mountain. When Moses asked that 

question he was thinking about a relationship: His relationship with God. So how did Moses end up 

standing before God on a mountain? To understand how Moses got there we need to backup about 

40 years. Moses had been born in Egypt to Hebrew parents during a time when the Pharaoh of 

Egypt had demanded that Hebrew boys be killed when they were born. But Moses’ parents 

recognized there was something special about him. So they put him in a basket, and placed the 

basket in the Nile River near the place where Pharaoh’s daughter came to bath. When Pharaoh’s 

daughter found the baby she took him to raise him as her own son. Moses grew up having the best 

of everything while living in Pharaoh’s palace. Yet Moses realized that he was not Egyptian, he was 

a Hebrew.  

And one day when he went out and saw an Egyptian slave master beating a Hebrew slave. 

Moses thought he could help his people by stopping this abuse, so he killed the Egyptian. Moses 

thought by doing this the people would recognize him as a leader, but they didn’t. In fact the very 

next day Moses saw to Hebrews fighting and tried to intervene, but one of them said, “Are you 

going to kill me like you killed that Egyptian?” At that point Moses knew he had been found out. 

When Pharaoh learned the news he wanted to Moses dead. So Moses fled Egypt. 

Moses went to the country of Midian. There he met a man named Jethro who took Moses into 

his home. Jethro gave Moses the job of taking care of his sheep. Moses eventually married Jethro’s 

daughter. There in Midian Moses settled down, started a family, and worked as a shepherd. 

It was while he was shepherding Jethro’s sheep that Moses found himself on a mountain 

talking to God. God had come to speak to Moses because he had something he wanted Moses to do. 

The Lord said, “I have indeed seen the misery of my people in Egypt. I have heard them 

crying out because of their slave drivers, and I am concerned about their suffering. So I have 

come down to rescue them from the hand of the Egyptians and to bring them up out of that 

land into a good and spacious land […]. So now, go. I am sending you to Pharaoh to bring my 

people the Israelites out of Egypt” (vs. 7, 8, 10). It is at this point that Moses asks that question. 

Moses said to God, “Who am I, that I should go to Pharaoh and bring the Israelites out of 

Egypt” (v. 11)?  

“Who am I?” Moses asks. What was Moses point in asking this question? It sounds like Moses 

is saying he is not worthy of this task God wants him to do. What Moses is doing is he is trying to 

make it look like he doesn’t have what was needed to carry out this task. We know this is true 

because right where our Bible text ends the scriptures go on to show how Moses made one excuse 

after another as to why he couldn’t do it. Moses would go on to say, “What if they do not believe 

me or listen to me and say, ‘The Lord did not appear to you’” (Exodus 4:1). Then he said, “O 

Lord, I have never been eloquent, neither in the past nor since you have spoken to your 

servant. I am slow of speech and tongue” (Exodus 4:10). Finally he comes right out and says to 

God, “O Lord, please send someone else to do it” (Exodus 4:13). 

Why was Moses so determined to not do what God was asking him to do? Did Moses think 

Pharaoh might still want to kill him? Maybe. Had Moses become so comfortable in his new life that 
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he didn’t want to leave Midian? Perhaps. But think back to Moses’ question, “Who am I?” Moses 

was thinking about his relationship with God. When Moses first saw the burning bush God said to 

Moses, “Take off your sandals, for the place where you are standing is holy ground” (v. 5). 

Then, after God told Moses who he was we are told that “Moses hid his face, because he was 

afraid to look at God” (v. 6). Why would Moses be afraid of God? Because of his sin. Moses had 

committed cold-blooded murder. Moses knew he was no better than Cain who had murdered his 

brother Abel. Because of his sin Cain was driven away from God. God is holy and righteous. Had 

God now come to punish Moses? Was God sending Moses back to Egypt to get rid of him? 

No. God had made it clear from the beginning of this conversation that he had come as part of a 

rescue mission. It seems Moses had been so focused on his own sinfulness that he didn’t hear all of 

what God had said. God had said of the Israelites, “I am concerned about their suffering. So I 

have come down to rescue them from the hand of the Egyptians” (vs. 7-8). It was God who was 

going to do the rescuing. The Lord had told Moses, “I will be with you” (v. 12). Finally, when 

Moses asked God his name, God made his eternal, almighty presence clear when he said, “I AM 

WHO I AM. This is what you are to say to the Israelites: ‘I AM has sent me to you’” (v. 14). 

This was the great I AM who was sending Moses to help the Israelites. This was the eternal God 

who is not bound by time or space. His power and might would rescue the Israelites from the 

Egyptians. Moses would lead the people with the full power and authority of the almighty, ever-

living God! 

Moses could say that he was not holy enough to do the job because of his sin. But if that were 

the case than no human being could ever serve God. The Bible is clear, “All have sinned and fall 

short of the glory of God” (Romans 3:23). Yet, in the end it, would be the Lord who rescued his 

people, and that rescue included Moses. It would be God’s power that saved. All Moses ended up 

doing was making excuses. Moses needed to realize that this was not about his shortcoming, but it 

was about the power of the one who was sending him. 

So, “Who are we?” We are Christians. We are people whom God has called out of the darkness 

of sin and into the wonderful light (1 Peter 2:9). God has called us to be his own, and to obey and 

serve him as his dear children. While God has not called us to lead an entire nation, he has called us 

to lead a life worthy of his name. Do we do that? Do we heed God’s calling to us, or like Moses do 

we start making excuses. Do we point to the truth that as sinful humans we are not worthy of 

serving a holy God, and then use that as an excuse to not serve God? When God says, “Live your 

life to bring me glory” do we sound like Moses, saying “Who am I that I should serve God in this 

way?” That is nothing more than false humility. It is a façade we put on to try and get out from 

under whatever God is asking us to do. And not doing what God tells us to do is called sin. Yet, our 

sin may make us hesitant. The guilt of our sin can make us reluctant to serve; it can move someone 

to say, “I am not worthy.” And that is true, on our own we are not worthy. But you are not on your 

own. 

In the end God answers us the same way he answered Moses. He says, “I AM WHO I AM” 

(v. 14). The great “I AM” is calling you to serve him. And who does God call to serve him? 

Sinners. The great “I AM” calls sinners to repentance, telling them to turn from their sinful ways 

and live! Then in love the eternal God proclaims his forgiveness of our sins through his Son. As true 

God, Jesus is the great “I AM” who came into this world to rescue not just Israel, but all people. 

Christ came to save all people from being eternally separated from God’s loving kindness. Jesus 

perfectly served his Father in true humility. Christ lived a life worthy of his Father’s calling, and he 

lived that life for us. Then, as he sacrificed that perfect life on a cross Jesus said, “It is finished” 

(John 19:30)! With those words our Lord gave a loud and clear proclamation of God’s forgiveness 
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to a world full of sinners.  

Even the worst of sinner. Think of the Apostle Paul. In his letter to Timothy Paul said, “Here is 

a trustworthy saying that deserves full acceptance: Christ Jesus came into the world to save 

sinners—of whom I am the worst. But for that very reason I was shown mercy so that in me, 

the worst of sinners, Christ Jesus might display his unlimited patience (1 Timothy 1:15-16). 

Paul had been a violent man, persecuting the Church of Christ, and supporting those who killed 

Christians. Yet for as horrible as Paul’s sins were, through Jesus, God was merciful to Paul, 

bringing him to repentance, forgiving his sins, and calling him to serve in his kingdom. 

That same mercy and forgiveness is yours! Jesus has called you to follow him. Do you 

remember what Jesus said to the Pharisees in the gospel reading? He said, “I have not come to call 

the righteous, but sinners” (Matthew 9:13). That’s us. Jesus doesn’t call us to continue in our sin, 

but to turn from it and trust in the forgiveness he won for us. Then, like Matthew he calls us to 

follow him, to live our lives in simple obedience to our Lord and Savior. 

We might be tempted to think to ourselves, “But I can’t live that life. I am a sinful human being 

and I am going to make mistakes.” For as true as that may be we do not live for God by our own 

power. Remember who has called us? The great “I AM”! He does not call us without empowering 

us and equipping us with everything we need to do what he asks of us. 

That power he gives you comes from his word. God’s word itself speaks of the power that is 

there. By inspiration of the Holy Spirit the Apostle Paul wrote, “All Scripture is God-breathed 

and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, so that the man 

of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work” (2 Timothy 3:16-17). In the 

scriptures God gives you everything you need to live your life to his glory. 

When you are tempted to ask, “Who am I?” turn to God’s word for the answer to that question! 

Who are you? You are a child of God and heirs of eternal life. You are brothers and sister of our 

Lord Jesus Christ, and even more. Jesus said, “I have called you friends, for everything that I 

learned from my Father I have made known to you” (John 15:15). In his word Jesus tells us that 

we are his saints, the salt of the earth, and the light of the world! And what God said of Moses is 

also true of you. The great “I AM” says, “I will be with you” (v. 12). And he will! Remember, he 

is the eternal and all-present God who gives us not only his forgiveness, but the power that we need 

to serve him. 

So how do we serve this holy God? By sharing what he has done for us with others. And the 

message is so simple. God freed us from our sins through the perfect life, death, and resurrection of 

his Son, Jesus. It doesn’t get much simpler than that. We can use that simple message to serve the 

great “I AM” as he carries out his rescue mission. That mission? God wants, “all [people] to be 

saved and to come to a knowledge of the truth” (1 Timothy 2:4). When we share the truth of 

what Jesus has done with others we give the Holy Spirit an opportunity to cause faith to spout and 

grow in that person’s heart and life. Every time another person comes to faith that is another person 

whom God has rescued from sin and Satan. That is another person who can praise our great “I AM” 

and give him the glory that he so rightly deserves. 

Who are you? You are someone who has been called by the great “I AM” to love him and serve 

him in his kingdom. Who am I? I AM sent me to tell you that you are one who has been forgiven, 

washed clean of your sins by his blood, and guaranteed a place with him in his heavenly home. 

Amen.  
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